WHAT SOCIAL CLASSES

OWE TO EACH OTHE R

BY

WILLIAM GRAHAM SUMNE R
PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCE LT YALE COLLEG E

NEW YOR K
HARPER Si BROTHERS, FRANKLIN SQUAR E

1884

Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1883, b y
HARPER

& BROTHERS,

In the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington.

All rights reserved.

CONTENTS.
PAG E

INTRODUCTION

7

CHAPTER

I. ON A NEW PHILOSOPHY : THAT POVERTY IS
THE BEST POLICY

13

IL THAT A FREE MAN IS A SOVEREIGN, BUT THA T
A SOVEREIGN CANNOT TARE " TIPS " . . .

28

M. THAT IT IS NOT WICKED TO BE RICH ; NAY,
EVEN, THAT IT IS NOT WICKED TO BE RICHER THAN ONE'S NEIGHBOR

43

IV. ON THE REASONS WHY MAN IS NOT ALTOGETHER A BRUTE

58

V. THAT WE MUST HAVE FEW MEN, IF WE WANT
STRONG MEN

72

VI . THAT HE WHO WOULD BE WELL TAKEN CARE
OF MUST TAKE CARE OF HIMSELF

81

VII. CONCERNING SOME OLD FOES UNDER NE W
FACES
101
VIII . ON THE VALUE, AS A SOCIOLOGICAL PRINCIPLE, OF THE RULE TO MIND ONE 'S OWN
11 2
BUSINESS
IX. ON THE CASE OF A CERTAIN MAN WHO IS
NEVER THOUGHT OF
123
X. THE CASE OF THE FORGOTTEN MAN FARTHER
CONSIDERED
134
%I. WHEREFORE WE SHOULD LOVE ONE ANOTHER 153

OWE TO EACH OTHER

123

Ix .
ON THE CASE OF A CERTAIN MAN WHO IS
NEVER THOUGHT OF.

THE type and formula of most schemes of
philanthropy or humanitarianism is this : A
and B put their heads together to decide wha t
C shall be made to do for D. The radical vice
of all these schemes, from a sociological poin t
of view, is that C is not allowed a voice in th e
matter, and his position, character, and interests, as well as the ultimate effects on societ y
through C's interests, are entirely overlooked .
I call C the Forgotten Man . For once let us
look him up and consider his case, for th e
characteristic of all social doctors is, that the y
fix their minds on some man or group of me n
whose case appeals to the sympathies and th e
imagination, and they plan remedies addresse d
to the particular trouble ; they do not understand that all the parts of society hold together, and that forces which are set in action ac t
and react throughout the whole organism, unti l
an equilibrium is produced by a re-adjustment
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of all interests and rights. They therefore ignore entirely the source from which they mus t
draw all the energy which they employ i n
their remedies, and they ignore all the effect s
on other members of society than the one s
they have in view. They are always under
the dominion of the superstition of govern ment, and, forgetting that a government pro duces nothing at all, they leave out of sigh t
the first fact to be remembered in all social
discussion-that the State cannot get a cent fo r
any man without taking it from some othe r
man, and this latter must be a man who ha s
produced and saved it . This latter is the For gotten Man .
The friends of humanity start out with certain benevolent feelings toward "the poor, "
"the weak," "the laborers," and others o f
whom they make pets . They generalize thes e
classes, and render them impersonal, and s o
constitute the classes into social pets . They
turn to other classes and appeal to sympathy
and generosity, and to all the other noble sentiments of the human heart. Action in the
line proposed consists in a transfer of capita l
from the better off to the worse off . Capital ,
however, as we have seen, is the force by
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which civilization is maintained and carried
on . The same piece of capital cannot be use d
in two ways . Every bit of capital, therefore ,
which is given to a shiftless and inefficien t
member of society, who makes no return fo r
it, is diverted from a reproductive use ; but
if it was put to reproductive use, it woul d
have to be granted in wages to an efficient and
productive laborer . Hence the real sufferer
by that kind of benevolence which consists in
an expenditure of capital to protect the good for-nothing is the industrious laborer. The
latter, however, is never thought of in this
connection . It is assumed that he is provide d
for and out of the account. Such a notion
only shows how little true notions of politica l
economy have as yet become popularized .
There is an almost invincible prejudice that
a man who gives a dollar to a beggar is generous and kind-hearted, but that a man who re fuses the beggar and puts the dollar in a savings-bank is stingy and mean . The former i s
putting capital where it is very sure to be
wasted, and where it will be a kind of seed
for a long succession of future dollars, whic h
must be wasted to ward off a greater strain o n
the sympathies than would have been occa-
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eioned by a refusal in the first place . Inasmuch as the dollar might have been turned
into capital and given to a laborer who, whil e
earning it, would have reproduced it, it must
be regarded as taken from the latter . When a
millionnaire gives a dollar to a beggar the gai n
of utility to the beggar is enormous, and th e
loss of utility to the millionnaire is insignificant .
Generally the discussion is allowed to res t
there. But if the millionnaire makes capital
of the dollar, it must go upon the labor market, as a demand for productive services .
Hence there is another party in interest the person who supplies productive services.
There always are two parties. The second
one is always the Forgotten Man, and any on e
who wants to truly understand the matter i n
question must go and search for the Forgotte n
Man . He will be found to be worthy, indus trious, independent, and self-supporting . H o
is not, technically, " poor" or " weak ;" he
minds his own business, and makes no com plaint. Consequently the philanthropists never think of him, and trample on him .
We hear a great deal of schemes for "improving the condition of the working-man. "
In the United States the farther down we go
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in the grade of labor, the greater is the advantage which the laborer has over the highe r
classes. A hod-carrier or digger here can, b y
one day's labor, command many times mor e
days' labor of a carpenter, surveyor, book keeper, or doctor than an unskilled labore r
in Europe could command by one day's labor .
The same is true, in a less degree, of the carpenter, as compared with the book-keeper, surveyor, and doctor . This is why the United
States is the great country for the unskilled
laborer. The economic conditions all favo r
that class. There is a great continent to be .
subdued, and there is a fertile soil available
to labor, with scarcely any need of capital .
Hence the people who have the strong arm s
have what is most needed, and, if it wer e
not for social consideration, higher education
would not pay . Such being the case, th e
working-man needs no improvement in hi s
condition except to be freed from the parasites who are living on him . All schemes for
patronizing "the working classes" savor o f
condescension . They are impertinent and ou t
of place in this free democracy. There i s
not, in fact, any such state of things or an y
such relation as would make projects of this

128

WHAT SOCIAL CLASSE S

kind appropriate. Such projects demoralize
both parties, flattering the vanity of one an d
undermining the self-respect of the other.
For our present purpose it is most important to notice that if we lift any man up w e
must have a fulcrum, or point of reaction. In
society that means that to lift one man up we
push another down. The schemes for improving the condition of the working classes inter fere in the competition of workmen with each
other. The beneficiaries are selected by favoritism, and are apt to be those who have recommended themselves to the friends of humanit y
by language or conduct which does not betoken
independence and energy . Those who suffer
a corresponding depression by the interferenc e
are the independent and self-reliant, who once
more are forgotten or passed over ; and the
friends of humanity once more appear, i n
their zeal to help somebody, to be tramplin g
on those who are trying to help themselves .
Trades-unions adopt various devices for raising wages, and those who give their time t o
philanthropy are interested in these devices ,
and wish them success . They fix their minds
entirely on the workmen for the time being in
the trade, and do not take note of any other
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workmen as interested in the matter . It is
supposed that the fight is between the workmen and their employers, and it is believe d
that one can give sympathy in that contest t o
the workmen without feeling responsibility fo r
anything farther. It is soon seen, however,
that the employer adds the trades-union an d
strike risk to the other risks of his business ,
and settles down to it philosophically . If,
now, we go farther, we see that he takes i t
philosophically because he has passed the los s
along on the public. It then appears that the
public wealth has been diminished, and tha t
the danger of a trade war, like the danger of
a revolution, is a constant reduction of th e
well-being of all . So far, however, we have
wages- seen only things which could lower
nothing which could raise them . The employer is worried, but that does not rais e
wages. The public loses, but the loss goes
to cover extra risk, and that does not rais e
wages .
A trades-union raises wages (aside from th e
legitimate and economic means noticed i n
Chapter VI by restricting the number of
apprentices who may be taken into the trade..
This device acts; directly _on the supply of la9,
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borers, and that produces effects on wages. If,
however, the number of apprentices is limited ,
some are kept out who want to get in . Thos e
who are in have, therefore, made a monopoly ,
and constituted themselves a privileged class
on a basis exactly analogous to that of th e
old privileged aristocracies . But whatever is
gained by this arrangement for those who ar e
in is won at a greater loss to those who are
kept out. Hence it is not upon the master s
nor upon the public that trades-unions exert
the pressure by which they raise wages ; it is
upon other persons of the labor class who wan t
to get into the trades, but, not being able t o
do so, are pushed down into the unskilled labor
class . These persons, however, are passed by
entirely without notice in all the discussion s
about trades-unions . They are the Forgotten
Men. But, since they want to get into th e
trade and win their living in it, it is fair t o
suppose that they are fit for it, would succeed
at it, would do well for themselves and societ y
in it ; that is to say, that, of all persons interested or concerned, they most deserve ou r
sympathy and attention.
The cases already mentioned involve no legislation. Society, however, maintains police,
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sheriffs, and various institutions, the object of
which is to protect people against themselves
-that is, against their own vices . Almost all
legislative effort, to prevent vice is really protective of vice, because all such legislatio n
saves the vicious man from the penalty of hi s
vice. Nature's remedies against vice are terrible. She removes the victims without pity .
A drunkard in the gutter is just where h e
ought to be, according to the fitness and tendency of things . Nature has set up on hi m
the process of decline and dissolution by whic h
she removes things which have survived thei r
usefulness . Gambling and other less mentionable vices carry their own penalties with
them .
Now, we never can annihilate a penalty .
We can only divert it from the head of th e
man who has incurred it to the heads of others
who have not incurred it. A vast amount of
"social reform" consists in just this operation .
The consequence is that those who have gon e
astray, being relieved from Nature's fierc e
discipline, go on to worse, and that there is
a constantly heavier burden for the others t o
bear. Who are the others ? When we see a
drunkard in the gutter we pity him. If a po-
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liceman picks him up, we say that society has
interfered to save him from perishing . " Society" is a fine word, and it saves us the trouble
of thinking . The industrious and sober work man, who is mulcted of a percentage of hi s
day's wages to pay the policeman, is the on e
who bears the penalty . But he is the Forgotten Man . He passes by and is never noticed,
because he has behaved himself, fulfilled his
contracts, and asked for nothing .
The fallacy of all prohibitory, sumptuary ,
and moral legislation is the same . A and B
determine to be teetotalers, which is often a
wise determination, and sometimes a necessary
one . If A and B are moved by consideration s
which seem to them good, that is enough . But
A and B put their heads together to get a la w
passed which shall force C to be a teetotale r
for the sake of D, who is in danger of drink ing too much. There is no pressure on A an d
B . They are having their own way, and the y
like it. There is rarely any pressure on D .
He does not like it, and evades it . The pressure all comes on C . The question then arises ,
Who is C ? He is the man who wants alcoholic liquors for any honest purpose whatsoever, who would use his liberty without abus-
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ing it, who would occasion no public question ,
and trouble nobody at all. He is the Forgot ten Man again, and as soon as he is draw n
from his obscurity we see that he is just what
each one of us ought to be.
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X.
THE CASE OF THE FORGOTTEN MAN
FARTHER CONSIDERED.
THERE is a beautiful notion afloat in ou r

literature and in the minds of our people tha t
men are born to certain " natural rights ." If
that were true, there would be something o n
earth which was got for nothing, and this worl d
would not be the place it is at all . The fact
is, that there is no right whatever inherite d
by man which has not an equivalent and cor responding duty by the side • of it, as th e
price of it . The rights, advantages, capital,
knowledge, and all other goods which we inherit from past generations have been won b y
the struggles and sufferings of past genera tions ; and the fact that the race lives, thoug h
men die, and that the race can by heredity ac cumulate within some cycle its victories ove r
Nature, is one of. the facts which make civilization possible . The struggles of the race as
a whole produce the possessions of the race as
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a whole. Something for nothing is not to be
found on earth.
If there were such things as natural rights ,
the question would arise, Against whom are
they good ? Who has the corresponding obligation to satisfy these rights ? There can b e
no rights against Nature, except to get out o f
her whatever we can, which is only the fac t
of the struggle for existence stated over again .
The common assertion is, that the rights ar e
good against society ; that is, that society i s
bound to obtain and secure them for the persons interested . Society, however, is only the
persons interested plus some other persons ;
and as the persons interested have by the hypothesis failed to win the rights, we come t o
this, that natural rights are the claims which
certain persons have by prerogative agains t
some other persons. Such is the actual interpretation in practice of natural rights-claims
which some people have by prerogative o n
other people .
This theory is a very far-reaching one, an d
of course it is adequate to furnish a foundatio n
for a whole social philosophy. In its widest
extension it comes to mean that if any ma n
finds himself uncomfortable in this world, it
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must be somebody else's fault, and that some body is bound to come and make him comfort able. Now, the people who are most uncomfortable in this world (for if we should tell al l
our troubles it would not be found to be a
very comfortable world for anybody) are thos e
who have neglected their duties, and consequently have failed to get their rights . The
people who can be called upon to serve the
uncomfortable must be those who have don e
their duty, as the world goes, tolerably well .
Consequently the doctrine which we, are discussing turns out to be in practice only a
scheme for making injustice prevail in human society by reversing the distribution of
rewards and punishments between those wh o
have done their duty and those who have not .
We are constantly preached at by our pub lic teachers, as if respectable people were t o
blame because some people are not respectabl e
-as if the man who has done his duty in hi s
own sphere was responsible in some way fo r
another man who has not done his duty in hi s
sphere . There are relations of employer an d
employee which need to be regulated by com promise and treaty. There are sanitary precautions which need to be taken in factories
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and houses. There are precautions agains t
fire which are necessary. There is care needed that children be not employed too young,
and that they have an education. There is
care needed that banks, insurance companies ,
and railroads be well managed, and that officers do not abuse their trusts . There is a
duty in each case on the interested parties t o
defend their own interest. The penalty of
neglect is suffering. The system of providing for these things by boards and inspectors
throws the cost of it, not on the intereste d
parties, but on the tax-payers . Some of them ,
no doubt, are the interested parties, and the y
may consider that they are exercising th e
proper care by paying taxes to support an
inspector. If so, they only get their fair deserts when the railroad inspector finds out tha t
a bridge is not safe after it is broken down, o r
when the bank examiner comes in to find ou t
why a bank failed after the cashier has stolen
all the funds. The real victim is the Forgotten Man again-the man who has watched his
own investments, made his own machinery
safe, attended to his own plumbing, and educated his own children, and who, just when h e
wants to enjoy the fruits of his care, is told
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that it is his duty to go and take care o f
some of his negligent neighbors, or, if he doe s
not go, to pay an inspector to go. No doubt
it is often his interest to go or to send, rathe r
than to have the matter neglected, on accoun t
of his own connection with the thing neglected, and his own secondary peril ; but the poin t
now is, that if preaching and philosophizing
can do any good in the premises, it is all wrong
to preach to the Forgotten Man that it is hi s
duty to go and remedy other people's neglect.
It is not his duty . It is a harsh and unjus t
burden which is laid upon him, and it is only
the more unjust because no one thinks of hi m
when laying the burden so that it falls o n
him. The exhortations ought to be expende d
on the negligent-that they take care of them selves .
It 'is an especially vicious extension of th e
false doctrine above mentioned that criminal s
have some sort of a right against or claim o n
society. Many reformatory plans are base d
on a doctrine of this kind when they are urge d
upon the public conscience. A criminal is a
man who, instead of working with and for th e
society, has turned against it, and becom e
destructive and injurious . His punishment
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means that society rules him out of its membership, and separates him from its association ,
by execution or imprisonment, according to
the gravity of his offence . He has no claim s
against society at all . What shall be done
with him is a question of expediency to b e
settled in view of the interests of societythat is, of the non-criminals. The French
writers of the school of '48 used to represen t
the badness of the bad men as the fault o f
"society." As the object of this statement
was to show that the badness of the bad men
was not the fault of the bad men, and as society contains only good men and bad men, it
followed that the badness of the bad men wa s
the fault of the good men . On that theory ,
of course the good men owed a great deal to
the bad men who were in prison and at th e
galleys on their account . If we do not admit
that theory, it behooves us to remember tha t
any claim which we allow to the criminal
against the "State " is only so much burde n
laid upon those who have never cost the State
anything for discipline or correction. The
punishments of society are just like those of
God and Nature - they are warnings to th e
wrong-doer to reform himself .
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When public offices are to be filled numerous candidates at once appear . Some are
urged on the ground that they are poor, or
cannot earn a living, or want support whil e
getting an education, or have female relatives
dependent on them, or are in poor health, o r
belong in a particular district, or are related to
certain persons, or have done meritorious service in some other line of work than tha t
which they apply to do . The abuses of th e
public service are to be condemned on account
of the harm to the public interest, but there
is an incidental injustice of the same genera l
character with that which we are discussing .
If an office is granted by favoritism or for an y
personal reason to A, it cannot be given to B .
If an office is filled by a person who is unfit
for it, he always keeps out somebody somewhere who is fit for it ; that is, the social injustice has a victim in an unknown person the Forgotten Man-and he is some perso n
who has no political influence, and who has
known no way in which to secure the chances
of life except to deserve them. He is passed
by for the noisy, pushing, importunate, an d
incompetent .
I have said something disparagingly in a pre-
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vious chapter about the popular rage agains t
combined capital, corporations, corners, selling
futures, etc ., etc . The popular rage is not
without reason, but it is sadly misdirected ,
and the real things which deserve attack ar e
thriving all the time . The greatest socia l
evil with which we have to contend is jobbery. -Whatever there is in legislative char ters, watering stocks, etc ., etc ., which is objectionable, comes under the head of jobbery.
Jobbery is any scheme which aims to gain ,
not by the legitimate fruits of industry an d
enterprise, but by extorting from somebody a
part of his product under guise of some pretended industrial undertaking . Of course it
is only a modification when the undertakin g
in question has some legitimate character, bu t
the occasion is used to graft upon it device s
for obtaining what has not been earned. Jobbery is the vice of plutocracy, and it is the
especial form under which plutocracy corrupt s
a democratic and republican form of govern ment . The United States is deeply afflicted
with it, and the problem of civil liberty her e
is to conquer it . It affects everything . which
we really need to have done to such an extent
that we have to do without public objects
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which we need through fear of jobbery . Our
public buildings are jobs-not always, but often. They are not needed, or are costly beyond all necessity or even decent luxury . Internal improvements are jobs . They are no t
made because they are needed to meet need s
which have been experienced . They are made
to serve private ends, often incidentally the
political interests of the persons who vote the
appropriations . Pensions have become jobs .
In England pensions used to be given to aristocrats, because aristocrats had political influence, in order to corrupt them . Here pensions
are given to the great democratic mass, because
they have political power, to corrupt them .
Instead of going out where there is plenty o f
land and making a farm there, some people
go down under the Mississippi River to make
a farm, and then they want to tax all the people in the United States to make dikes to kee p
the river off their farms. The California goldminers have washed out gold, and have washe d
the dirt down into the rivers and on the farm s
below. They want the Federal Government
to now clean out the rivers and restore th e
farms. The silver-miners found their product
declining in value, and they got the Federal
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Government to go into the market and bu y
what the public did not want, in order to sustain (as they hoped) the price of silver . The
Federal Government is called upon to buy or
hire unsalable ships, to build canals which wil l
not pay, to furnish capital for all sorts of experiments, and to provide capital for enter prises of which private individuals will wi n
the profits. All this is called " developing
our resources," but it is, in truth, the great
plan of all living on each other .
The greatest job of all is a protective tariff .
It includes the biggest log- rolling and th e
widest corruption of economic and political
ideas . It was said that there would be a rebellion if the taxes were not taken off whiskey
and tobacco, which taxes were paid into the
public Treasury. Just then the importation s
of Sumatra tobacco became important enough
to affect the market . The Connecticut tobacco-growers at once called for an import dut y
on tobacco which would keep up the price of
their product. So it appears that if the tax o n
tobacco is paid to the Federal Treasury ther e
will be a rebellion, but if it is paid to th e
Connecticut tobacco-raisers, there will be n o
rebellion at all . The farmers have long paid
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tribute to the manufacturers ; now the manufacturing and other laborers are to pay tribut e
to the farmers. The system is made mor e
comprehensive and complete, and we are al
l
living on each other more than ever .
Now, the plan of plundering each other pro duces nothing . It only wastes. All the material over which the protected interests wrangle and grab must be got from somebody outside of their circle. The talk is all about the
American laborer and American industry, bu t
in every case in which there is not an actua l
production of wealth by industry there ar e
two laborers and two industries to be considered-the one who gets and the one who gives .
Every protected industry has to plead, as th e
major premise of its argument, that any indus try which does not pay ought to be carried on
at the expense of the consumers of the product, and, as its minor premise, that the indus try in question does not pay ; that is, that i t
cannot reproduce a capital equal in value to
that which it consumes plus the current rat e
of profit. Hence every such industry must
be a parasite on some other industry . What
is the other industry ? Who is the. other man ?
This, the real question, is always overlooked .
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In all jobbery the case is the same. There
is a victim somewhere who is paying for it all .
The doors of waste and extravagance stan d
open, and there seems to be a general agreement to squander and spend . It all belongs
to somebody . There is somebody who had to
contribute it, and who will have to find more .
Nothing is ever said about him . Attention i s
all absorbed by the clamorous interests, th e
importunate petitioners, the plausible schemers, the pitiless bores. Now, who is the victim ? He is the Forgotten Man . If we go tofind him, we shall find him hard at work till ing the soil to get out of it the fund for al l
the jobbery, the object of all the plunder, th e
cost of all the economic quackery, and the pa y
of all the politicians and statesmen who have
sacrificed his interests to his enemies . W e
shall find him an honest, sober, industrious
citizen, unknown outside his little circle, paying his debts and his taxes, supporting th e
church and the school, reading his party news paper, and cheering for his pet politician .
We must not overlook the fact that the Forgotten Man is not infrequently a woman . I
have before me a newspaper which contain s
five letters from corset-stitchers who complai n
10
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that they cannot earn more than seventy-fiv e
cents a day with a machine, and that they have
to provide the thread . The tax on the grade
of thread used by them is prohibitory as to all
importation, and it is the corset-stitchers wh o
have to pay day by day out of their time an d
labor the total enhancement of price due to
the tax. Women who earn their own living
probably earn on an average seventy-five cent s
per day of ten hours. Twenty-four minutes '
work ought to buy a spool of thread at the re tail price, if the American work-woman wer e
allowed to exchange her labor for thread o n
the best terms that the art and commerce o f
to-day would allow ; but after she has don e
twenty-four minutes' work for the thread sh e
is forced by the laws of her country to go
back and work sixteen minutes longer to pa y
the tax-that is, to support the thread-mill .
The thread-mill, therefore, is not an institution for getting thread for the American people, but for making thread harder to get tha n
it would be if there were no such institution .
In justification, now, of an arrangement s o
monstrously unjust and out of place in a free
country, it is said that the employes in th e
thread-mill get high wages, and that, but for
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the tax, American laborers must come dow n
to the low wages of foreign thread-makers .
It is not true that American thread - maker s
get any more than the market rate of wages,
and they would not get less if the tax wer e
entirely removed, because the market rate o f
wages in the United States would be controlled
then, as it is now, by the supply and deman d
of laborers under the natural advantages an d
opportunities of industry in this country . It
makes a great impression on the imagination ,
however, to go to a manufacturing town an d
see great mills and a crowd of operatives ; an d
such a sight is put forward, under the specia l
allegation that it would not exist but for a
protective tax, as a proof that protective taxes

are wise. But if it be true that the thread mill would not exist but for the tax, or that the
operatives would not get such good wages but
for the tax, then how can we form a judgmen t
as to whether the protective system is wise or
not unless we call to mind all the seamstress es, washer-women, servants, factory-hands,
saleswomen, teachers, and laborers' wives an d
daughters, scattered in the garrets and tenements of great cities and in cottages all ove r
the country, who are paying the tax which
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keeps the mill going and pays the extra wages ?
If the sewing-women, teachers, servants, an d
washer-women could once be collected over
against the thread-mill, then some inference s
could be drawn which would be worth some thing. Then some light might be thrown
upon the obstinate fallacy of " creating an industry," and we might begin to understand
the difference between wanting thread an d
wanting a thread-mill. Some nations spend
capital on great palaces, others on standing
armies, others on iron - clad ships of war .
Those things are all glorious, and strike the
imagination with great force when they ar e
seen ; but no one doubts that they make life
harder for the scattered insignificant peasant s
and laborers who have to pay for them all .
They "support a great many people," the y
"make work," they . "give employment to
other industries ." We Americans have no
palaces, armies, or iron-clads, but we spend
our earnings on protected industries . A bi g
protected factory, if it really needs the protection for its support, is a heavier load for the
Forgotten Men and Women than an iron-cla d
ship of war in time of peace .
It is plain that the Forgotten Man and tho
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Forgotten Woman are the real productive
strength of the country . The Forgotten Ma n
works and votes-generally he prays-but hi s
chief business in life is to pay . His nam e
never gets into the newspapers except whe n
he marries or dies . He is an obscure man.
He may grumble sometimes to his wife, but
he does not frequent the grocery, and he doe s
not talk politics at the tavern . So he is forgotten . Yet who is there whom the states man, economist, and social philosopher ough t
to think of before this man? If any studen t
of social science comes to appreciate the cas e
of the Forgotten Man, he will become an un flinching advocate of strict scientific thinkin g
in sociology, and a hard-hearted sceptic as regards any scheme of social amelioration . He
will always want to know, Who and where i s
the Forgotten Man in this case, who will hav e
to pay for it all ?
The Forgotten Man is not a pauper. It
belongs to' his character to save something .
Hence he is a capitalist, though never a grea t
one . He is a "poor" man in the popula r
sense of the word, but not in a correct sense .
In fact, one of the most constant and trustworthy signs that the Forgotten Man is in
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danger of a new assault is, that " the poor
man" is brought into the discussion . Since
the Forgotten Man has some capital, any on e
who cares for his interest will try to make
capital secure by securing the inviolability o f
contracts, the stability of currency, and th e
firmness of credit . Any one, therefore, wh o
cares for the Forgotten Man will be sure t o
be considered a friend of the capitalist and a n
enemy of the poor man .
It is the Forgotten Man who is threatene d
by every extension of the paternal theory o f
government. It is he who must work and pay .
When, therefore, the statesmen and social philosophers sit down to think what the Stat e
can do or ought to do, they really mean to decide what the Forgotten Man shall do . What
the Forgotten Man wants, therefore, is a fulle r
realization of constitutional liberty. Ile i s
suffering from the fact that there are ye t
mixed in our institutions medaeval theorie s
of protection, regulation, and authority, an d
modern theories of independence and individual liberty and responsibility . The consequence of this mixed state of things is, that
those who are clever enough to get into control use the paternal theory by which to meas-
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ure their own rights-that is, they assum e
privileges ; and they use the theory of liberty
to measure their own duties-that is, when
it comes to the duties, they want to be "let
alone." The Forgotten Man never gets int o
control. He has to pay both ways. His rights
are measured to him by the theory of libert y
-that is, he has only such as he can conquer ;
his duties are measured to him on the paterna l
theory-that is, he must discharge all whic h
are laid upon him, as is the fortune of parents.
In a paternal relation there are always tw o
parties, a father and a child ; and when we us e
the paternal relation metaphorically, it is o f
the first importance to know who is to be fa ther and who is to be child. The role of parent falls always to the Forgotten Man. What
he wants, therefore, is that ambiguities in our
institutions be cleared up, and that liberty b e
more fully realized .
It behooves any economist or social philosopher, whatever be the grade of his orthodoxy ,
who proposes to enlarge the sphere of th e
" State," or to take any steps whatever havin g
in view the welfare of any class whatever, t o
pursue the analysis of the social effects of hi s
proposition until he finds that other group
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whose interests must be curtailed or whos e
energies must be placed under contributio n
by the course of action which he proposes ;
and he cannot maintain his proposition until
he has demonstrated that it will be more advantageous, both quantitatively and qualitatively, to those who must bear the weight o f
it than complete non-interference by the Stat e
with the relations of the parties in question.

